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Graduate Student Project Type Collaborative Research
Research Report

Principal Investigator: Masamitsu Shinkawa (Design, Measurement and Assessment in Education)

B Title

Research on diversity of theories of curriculum.
-Perceptional differences among the Courses of Study, teachers, and students in
terms of “expressiveness”

Bl Names of the Principal Investigator and Co-Investigator(s)

Masamitsu Shinkawa (Design, Measurement and Assessment in Education) (Principal Investigator)
Zinichiro Saito (Learning and Instruction)

Yu Takahasi (Design, Measurement and Assessment in Education)

Youko Sasaki (Learning and Instruction)

Ryota Kobayashi (Design, Measurement and Assessment in Education)

Manabu Saito (Design, Measurement and Assessment in Education)

H Outline (Research Purpose, Details, Results and Future issues, etc.)

1 Research Purpose

Curriculum development must consider change of curriculum among the Courses of Study,
teachers, and students; our first goal is to reflect how this consideration affects each stage of
curriculum development.
2 Concept Model of “Expressiveness”

The following model consists of a policy objective and three-layer structure showing how the
concept of “expressiveness” in Social Studies and English is demonstrated, by reviewing the

relevant literature and group discussion.

Social studies

Policy objective: “Independent participation in public matters”

The first layer: Expression activities for learning skills that utilize learned fundamental
knowledge

The second layer: Expression activities that heighten thinking power, judgment power, and
expressiveness based on the learned skills

The third layer: Expression activities that support attitudes fostering social participation and ways

to do so

English

Policy objective: “Training in interactive self-expression ability in English”
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The first layer: Expression activities for gaining basic foundations of language (foundation)
The second layer: Expression activities for heightening self-expression (practical use)

The third layer: Expression activities that heighten thinking power, judgment power, and
expressiveness (pursuit)

3 Questionnaire content and items

This questionnaire, for teachers and students in social studies and English classes in junior high
schools, was created in order to investigate how government guidelines are reflected in
expressiveness training in departments of social studies and English based on the
above-mentioned “expressiveness” conceptual model.

(1) The content of questions and the choice (common to department of social studies and English)
of a candidate

(teachers)

Question 1: How important do you think the following activities are in your own social studies
(English) lessons?

4: Very Important.  3: Somewhat Important. 2: Not Very Important. 1: Not Important at All.
Question 2: How often is the following activity done in a series of school course units (about five
to six hours) in your own social studies (English) lessons?

4: 1t Is Done Almost Each Time. 3: It Is Done to Some Extent. 2: It Is Seldom Done. 1:1tls
Not Done at All.

(students)

Question 1: Is the following activity done in your own social studies (English) lessons?

4: 1t Is Very Often Done. 3: It Is Done to Some Extent. 2: It is Seldom Done. 1: It is Not
Done at All.

Question 2: How excited are you to participate in the following social studies (English) activity?
4: 1 Am Very Excited. 3: 1 Am Slightly Excited. 2: 1 Am Not So Excited. 1:1 Am Not
Excited at All.

(2) Question items

Social studies

(The first layer)

(1) Arranging notes and work in order to make it work and a report.

(2) Choosing collected data and combining according to subject.

(3) Working in small groups or pairs.

(4) Announcing using Japanese vellum, or resume and presentation software.

(5) Deciding on a chairman, a secretary, etc. and discussing a subject.

(6) Examining a composition, comment, etc., by yourself and presenting it to everybody.
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(The second layer)

(7) Referring to other people’s opinion in talks.

(8) Describing in your own words what was summarized using what you know or your own
experience.

(9) Explaining the content being studied now using the perspectives learned before in social
studies.

(10) Employing content learned in other subjects and comprehensive learning with social studies
topics.

(11): Preparing to be able to take part in a debate even if various opinions come out.

(The third layer)

(12): Creating a text for the lesson and submitting it to a contest or for a prize.

(13): Performing interviews or observations off-campus.

(14): About a newspaper article, news story, etc., summarizing your idea of the text and
contributing this summary.

(15): Participating aggressively in a volunteer activity in your area.

English

(The 1st layer)

(1) Pronouncing and memorizing new words.

(2) Writing and memorizing new words.

(3) Speaking English in order to master expressions.

(4) Writing in English in order to master new expressions.

(5) Being careful of pauses and intonation when reading a sentence aloud.

(6) Being careful of word order in a sentence when writing English.

(The second layer)

(7) Speaking about some topic important to you in English using new expressions.

(8) Writing about some topic important to you in English using new expressions.

(9) Being careful to correctly describe an occurrence or fact.

(10) Making an easy speech with a set theme.

(11) When you write a text, carefully setting up the relations between sentences.

(12) Reading a text and asking other people questions about the content.

(13) Reading a text, taking notes, and summarizing the contents.

(14) Reading a text, and verbally expressing or writing comment.

(The third layer)

(15) Listening or reading in English and speaking your opinion in English with a settlement.
(16) Listening or reading in English and then writing your opinion in English with a settlement.
(17) Questioning a partner, or expressing an opinion to him and raising quality of talk to him.
(18) Reading a text and writing your opinion, with reasons.
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